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SUBJ: PROSPECTS POR A NEW GOVERNMENT 

SUMMARY: THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY (DP) WHICH HOLDS THE SWING 
POSITION BETWEEN THE CENTER-RIGHT "NATIONALIST PRONT" AND THE 
REPUBLICAN PEOPLE’S PARTY (RPP) CINTINUES TO BE WRACKED BY 
INDECISION. FACTIONAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE LEADERS AND AN 
ERODING POLITICAL BASE MILITATE AGAINST AN EARLY DECISION TO OPT 
POR EITHER COALITION ALTERNATIVE. EVEN IF THE DP COULD BRING 
ITSELF TO MAKE ACHOICE AT ITS NATIONAL CONVENTION SCHEDULED POR 
JANUARY 25, THE PARTY WOULD PROBABLY SPLIT, LEAVING THE RESULTANT 
COALITION STILL A PEW VOTES SHY OF THE NUMBER NEEDED TO WIN A VOTE 
OP CONPIDENCE. THUS THE CHANCES POR THE IRMAK GOVERNMENT TO 
CONTINUE IN OPPICE AT LEAST POR THE COMING MONTH SEEM GOOD. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . CURRENT EPPORTS TO PORM A PARLIAMENTARY-BASED GOVERNMENT 
ARE POCUSED ON THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY (DP). WITH ITS 41 SEATS IN 
PARLIAMENT, THIS PARTY POTENTIALLY HOLDS THE SWING POSITION BETWEEN 
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THE CENTER-RIGHT "NATIONALIST PRONT" RECENTLY PUT TOGETHER BY 
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JUSTIC PARTY LEADER DEMIREL AND THE REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY 
(RPP). 

2. THE INTENSE WOOING BY PROSPECTIVE COALITION PARTNERS, HOWEVER, 
POSES SEVERE STRINS ON THE DP WHICH SUPPERS PROM DIVIDED LEADERSHIP 
AND AN UNSTABLE FOLLOWING. WHILE DP LEADER BOZBEYLI 

AND A NUMBER OF HIS FOLLOWERS REGARD THE PRESTIGE OP PARTICIPATING 
IN THE GOVERNMENT AS VALUABLE FOR THEIR PARTY, THIS FACTION FEARS 
THAT TO JOIN A COALITION UNDER JUSTICE PARTY LEADER DEMIREL WOULD 
THREATEN THEIR PARTY WITH LOSS OP IDENTITY. THEY ALSO NOURISH 
STRONG PERSONAL ANTIPATHY TO DEMIREL. FOR THEM, COOPERATION 
WITH THE RPP WOULD BE ATTRACTIVE IF ONLY ECEVIT WOULD DROP 
INSISTENCE ON SETTING A DATE POR SPRING ELECTIONS. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, MUTLU MENDERES AND HIS SMALL BAND ARE SO HOTILE TO THE RPP 
THAT THEY WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY REFUSE TO SUPPORT ANYTING BUT A 
CENTER-RIGHT COALITION. 

3. TO ADD TO THIS DILEMMA, THE DP'S POLITICAL BASE APEARS 
INCREASINGLY UNSTABLE. A NO DOUBT UNSCIENTIPIC OPINION POLL IN 
MILLIYET IN DECEMBER CLAIMED THAT 47 PERCENT OP THOSE WHO BOTED 
FOR THE DP IN 1973 NOW PAVOR OTHER PARTIES. WHILE THIS PIGURE 
MAY EXAGGERATE DISAFFECTION WITHIN THE RANKS OF ERSTWHILE DP 
SUPPORTERS, MANY OBSERVERS SEE A CLEAR TREND AWAY FROM THIS 
PARTY, WHICH IS NOW BEING ATTACKED ON ALL SIDES POR FAILING TO 
JOIN ONE COALITION OR THE OTHER. PROFESSOR ERGUN OZBUDUN OF THE 
LAW FACULTY, WHO HAS JUST COMPLETED A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF PARTY 
TRENDS, CITES THE PARTY'S POOR SHOWING IN THE 1974 MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS AS PURTHER INDICATION OP THE DP'S WANING APPEAL. 

4. THE DP IS THUS LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO VACILLATE FOR SOME TIME 
TO COME. WHILE DP LEADERS RECOGNIZE THE NEED POR ELECTIONS IN 
1975, THEY ARE IN NO HURRY TO SET A DATE IN ORDER TO AVOID A 
DIMINUTION OF THEIR PRESENT REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT. 
MOREOVER, EVEN IF THE DP AT ITS NATIONAL CONVENTION SCHEDULED 
FOR JANUARY 25 WERE TO OPT POR EITHER COALITION ALTERNATIVE, THE 
PARTY WOULD PROBABLY SPLIT. THIS WOULD LEAVE THE RESULTANT 
COALITION STILL A FEW VOTES SHY OP THE ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
NECESSARY TO PROVIDE A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. 

5. IN THIS SITUATION, ALTHOUGH THE IP CONTINUES TO PRESS FOR A 
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RIGHT-OF-CENTER COALITION, EARLY PROGRESS TOWARD RESOLUTION OF 
TURKEY'S DOMESTIC POLITICAL CRISIS APPEARS UNLIKELY, AND THE 
CHANCES FOR THE IRMAK GOVERNMENT TO CONTINUE IN OFFICE FOR AT 
LEAST THE COMING MONTH-IF NOT LONGER-THUS SEEM GOOD. 
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